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Last-Minute Agreement Ends Government Shutdown, Suspends Debt
Ceiling
After a 16-day federal government shutdown and gridlock over whether
to raise the nation's debt ceiling, a last-minute agreement brought a
temporary end to the impasse
The Power of Dividends in a Portfolio
A steadily increasing dividend is generally regarded as a sign of a
company's health and stability.
As baby boomers approach retirement and begin to focus on incomeproducing investments, the long-term demand for high-quality, reliable
dividends is likely to increase.

Factors affecting Retirement
When it comes to planning for your retirement income, it's easy to
overlook some of the common factors that can affect how much you'll
have available to spend. If you don't consider how your retirement
income can be impacted by investment risk, inflation risk, catastrophic
illness or long-term care, and taxes, you may not be able to enjoy the
retirement you envision.
Social Security: What should you do at age 62?
Although collecting early retirement benefits makes sense for some people, there's a
major drawback to consider: if you start collecting benefits early, your monthly
retirement benefit will be permanently reduced. So before you put down the tools of
your trade and pick up your first Social Security check, there are some factors you'll
need to weigh before deciding whether to start collecting benefits early.
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